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By Matt Aug

Vijay Pandya is probably
unique when it comes to pick-
ing his favorite sports: bowling
and handball.

“I feel joy when I bowl or
play handball,” the junior at
Hillcrest said. “I like playing
sports in general.”

Pandya doesn’t play around
in the classroom, however,
sporting nearly a B average
despite taking several AP cours-
es, particularly in the field of
science.

“I like microbiology the best.
I like the hands-on work with
the microscope in looking at
things like organisms and bac-
teria,” said Pandya, who hopes
to become a general physician
or pediatrician.

Hillcrest boys bowling coach

Phyllis Lourine is pleased
Pandya is a part of her pro-
gram, calling him “well beyond
his years” when it comes to
being mature and responsible.

“Vijay is extremely intelli-
gent with extraordinary leader-
ship abilities,” said Lourine, in
her 20th year with the pro-
gram. “He’s steady in that he’s
never late and he never misses
a match.”

Pandya wouldn’t have it any
other way, particularly since he
enjoys the balance competing in
sports brings to his life.

“I like playing a team sport
like bowling and handball
because I get to work with a lot
of people,” Pandya said. “We
compete with each other but
don’t get angry with each other
when we struggle.”

Experience and effort has
enabled Pandya to improve his
average about 20 pins from last
season. Pandya currently aver-
ages 120, though he expects that
to rise as the season progresses.

By Matt Aug

There’s little, if anything,
Christine Pfeifer doesn’t enjoy
about swimming.

“I love the people, the envi-
ronment and the coaches,” said
Pfeifer, a senior at The Mary
Louis Academy. “I also like the
competition because it pushes
me to do my best.”

There’s little doubt Pfeifer is
a motivated student-athlete, as
she’s also posted an impressive
3.8 grade point average in
school. Pfeifer does well in all
of her classes and she even
serves as editor of the school’s
newspaper. Her favorite sub-
ject, though, is math.

“I enjoy figuring out problems
like in my pre-calculus class,”
Pfeifer said.

Pfeifer boasts a strong ability
to juggle several different tasks
at once and credits her teach-
ers for their support. “I manage

my time well with swimming,”
Pfeifer said. “And my teachers
are always there for me.”

Mary Louis coach Stephanie
Cascio said it is easy to root for
Pfeifer, whom she considers a
terrific young person.

“I selected Christine as team
captain because she is a dedi-
cated athlete who truly puts
her heart into the team,”
Cascio said. “She’s an extreme-
ly versatile swimmer who gives
it her all in anything you ask of
her. It is a pleasure to coach an
athlete of her stature.”

Pfeifer’s resume is certainly
eye-popping, as she’s special-
ized in the 100-yard backstroke
(personal best time of 1 minute,
5.09 seconds in 2002), 100
breaststroke (1:13.89) and 50
freestyle events (26.15) and is
also part of a 200 medley relay
team that advanced to states
last season.

Pfeifer knows her “stats” in
the classroom, earning
National Honor Society plau-
dits four years running while
taking AP honors classes, is
more important than anything
she’ll accomplish in the water.
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